


INtroduction
Are you ready to travel back in time? Each stage of this inquiry is designed to help you 
build background knowledge, identify patterns and inspire you to create a final project 
that preserves the history of one of Nashville’s first African American communities, Bass 
Street.  As your group works their way through each station, you are responsible for 
journaling the learning in your field notes. When you see      on a slide header, you are 
required to journal your findings. How your group decides to split the workload is up to 
you. Everyone MUST equally contribute to the process. Look forward to hearing your 
pitch presentation! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TayUtoNPuMImO7acXjjnXLLb2EML6Ui9D2dc9sEJ7vM/view


Bass Street
Community

Dr. Williams is a professor of African American & Public History at TSU.



Investigative 
Questions

How did Black 
people create 
communities 
during the 
Reconstruction 
and early Jim Crow 
periods? 

In what ways can 
“progress” shift the 
identity of a 
community?

How should we 
show respect and 
honor historic 
locations to 
preserve their 
stories and impact?



Thinking Routine: See-Think-Wonder

Take a 2-3 minutes to 
closely observe the 
image and record your 
observations, thoughts 
and questions in your 
field notes.  

DIRECTIONS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TayUtoNPuMImO7acXjjnXLLb2EML6Ui9D2dc9sEJ7vM/view


Fort Negley & Bass Street Background

“Click Me” to access a 
“Brief History of Fort 
Negley” written by the 
museum’s coordinator. 
Then, turn your attention 
to the article on the right to 
learn about the Bass Street 
Church history posted on 
their website.

DIRECTIONS Bass Street Church  History

Source: https://www.bassstreetmbc.org/meet-sandra

As of September 21, 2004, church is located at 3447 Brick Church Pike in Nashville. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TTZQr-VxBDTebggZjGF6XhvNm5NkOII3/view
https://www.bassstreetmbc.org/meet-sandra
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TayUtoNPuMImO7acXjjnXLLb2EML6Ui9D2dc9sEJ7vM/view


Bass Street Timeline 

“Click Me” to read 
the timeline from 
the origin of Bass 
Street to the latest 
developments. 

DIRECTIONS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TayUtoNPuMImO7acXjjnXLLb2EML6Ui9D2dc9sEJ7vM/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cKnSvp1IjiAmwyAjp_WM3mV7tFyl6n1I/view


"Fort Negley," 1937, Library Photograph Collection, Drawer 7, Folder 217, 1498, Tennessee 

State Library and Archives, Tennessee Virtual Archive, 

https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll25/id/1581, accessed 2021-12-27.
"Nashville. Plate 7 from G. M. Hopkins' Atlas of Nashville (1889).

Bass Street Landscape

Click on each of the maps to access the website and get a closer look. Find the railroads 
City Cemetery, Bass Street, Cloud Hill/Fort Negley on both maps.

DIRECTIONS

https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll25/id/1581/rec/1
https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll23/id/9702/rec/11
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TayUtoNPuMImO7acXjjnXLLb2EML6Ui9D2dc9sEJ7vM/view


Bass Street Area Industries

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Nashville, Tenn. (1897, rev. 1911).

Click on each of the maps to access the website and get a closer look.
DIRECTIONS

https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll23/id/9826/rec/75
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TayUtoNPuMImO7acXjjnXLLb2EML6Ui9D2dc9sEJ7vM/view


Bass Street U.S. Census of 1910

We can learn quite a bit 
about who lived on Bass 
Street by analyzing the 
1910 U.S. Census report. 
Take a close look at 
what families looked 
like, where they worked 
and the types of work 
they did.  

DIRECTIONS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TayUtoNPuMImO7acXjjnXLLb2EML6Ui9D2dc9sEJ7vM/view


Bass Street Clues Left Behind

Use the images to make 

observations and record any 

evidence of life you notice in 

the field notes.

DIRECTIONS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TayUtoNPuMImO7acXjjnXLLb2EML6Ui9D2dc9sEJ7vM/view


Bass Street Signs of Life

Angela Sutton is a professor of 
slavery at Vanderbilt. Click below 
to access a thread where she 
shares more about artifacts that 
have been found.

https://twitter.com/DrAngelaSutton/status/1191191272477921280
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TayUtoNPuMImO7acXjjnXLLb2EML6Ui9D2dc9sEJ7vM/view


Bass Street Residents

The Nashville 
Globe was a 
Black-owned 
and operated 
newspaper 
that ran from 
1906 to the 
1930s. Within 
its first decade 
of operation, it 
reached 
approximately 
one fifth of 
Nashville’s 
total 
population.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TayUtoNPuMImO7acXjjnXLLb2EML6Ui9D2dc9sEJ7vM/view


Bass Street Residents, Part 2 

“Click Me” to access a 
full-size page event 
advertisement. You will 
need this resource to 
answer a question in the 
field notes.

DIRECTIONS

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86064259/1912-04-12/ed-1/seq-5/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TayUtoNPuMImO7acXjjnXLLb2EML6Ui9D2dc9sEJ7vM/view


Bass Street Lived Experiences

Source: Fort Negley Descendants Project

Phillip Minter Interview Brother Scruggs Interview

What was life like in the Bass Street Community?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hbwcSlcnYw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hbwcSlcnYw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TayUtoNPuMImO7acXjjnXLLb2EML6Ui9D2dc9sEJ7vM/view


Preserving 
History



Preserving History: MiTchelville

This is where your group pulls everything 
together! You’ve done the heavy lifting 
of researching. Now it’s time to get 
creative by designing an experience that 
shares this important part of local history 
with the world.  

Here you will spend some time learning 
about how a group in South Carolina is 
taking the steps to tell their story. Get 
ready to be inspired! Use the field notes 
to pave the way to your final project.  
“Click Me” to visit the website.

DIRECTIONS

https://exploremitchelville.org/
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